
 

 

What to expect at your first swim meet …. 
 
 
Whether it is a Manta Ray sponsored meet or an away meet hosted by another 
club, all meets follow a general outline. 
 
If you plan to work a certain day or a certain session of an upcoming swim meet, 
you are encouraged, but not required to send an email to the host team's head 
official letting him or her know you are coming.  Should you forget to do this, no 
problem at all.  You will be welcomed either way. 
 
When you arrive at the pool you should find the ‘officials sign in book’ and sign in.  
This is the list of officials working that session and lets the head official know you 
are there and wanting to work that session. 
 
The officials meeting usually is generally scheduled 30 to 45 minutes prior to the 
start of the meet.  At this meeting deck assignments are given out and a stroke 
briefing is given, followed by a question and answer session for those with any 
questions or thoughts to share. 
 
During the meet every effort is made to give each official breaks.  Most clubs 
sponsor a hospitality room with food and drinks for meet workers. 
 
When the meet is complete the host team referee will update the USA Swimming 
Official Tracking System with the positions you worked during the meet.  You 
should periodically log onto the USA Swimming website to ensure accurate 
recording of all sessions you work. 
 
Once per year, you will attend an Officiating Clinic, where you will learn about 
new developments, new rule interpretations, and you will get your USA 
Swimming certification extended for the upcoming year.   
 
If you have any questions or want additional information, please contact one of 
our experienced officials. 
 

 Rich Decker (rdecker@fuse.net) 

 Greg Jones (greg.jones@king-lighting.com) 

 Susan Mechler(susan@mechler.net) 

 Joe Waller (joseph.waller@us.pwc.com) 

 Gary Willis (gnwillis@cinci.rr.com) 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Your Mason Manta Ray Officials Team 


